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SUBJECT : PAK POLITTCAL CRISI S

REF : ISLAMABAD 19 75, 1976

1)   ALAMGIR RAHMAN (PROTECT ) CAME TO SEE ME THIS MORNIN G
WITH WHAT HE SAID WAS MESSAGE FROM MUJIB. ACCORDIN G
ALAMGIR, MUJIB HAD WANTED YAHYA TO COME TO  DACCA FO R
TALKS AND I WAS GREATLY RELIEVED AT NEWS THAT YAHYA WA S
IN FACT COMING. MUJIB WANTED VERY MUCH TO WORK OUT
WITH YAHYA SOME POLITICAL SETTLEMENT THAT WOULD AVOI D
BLOODSHED, SATISFY BENGALI ASPIRATIONS, AND PRESERV E
SOME VESTIGE OF LINK I WITH PAKISTAN.  ALAMGIR OPINE D

THAT IT 'S NOW TOO LATE TO TALKS IN TERMS OF SI X-POIN T
CONSTITUT ION BUT PERHAPS SOME SOLUTION CAN T BE FOUN D
ALONG LINES OF CONFEDERATION, WITH SEPARATE CONSTITUTION S

O R EAST AND WEST PAKISTAN, AND ONE ARMY AND ONE FORE IG N

MINISTR Y.

2)  MUJIB'S QUESTION, SAI D ALAMGIR,  WAS "DOES TH E
UNITED STATES WANT TO SEE MI LI TARY CONFRONTATION W I TH
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THE PROSPECT OF EVENTUAL COMMUNIST DOMINATION O F

BENGAL O R WOULD IT PREFER A POLITICAL SOLUTION T O

THE CURRENT CRISIS?" I TOLD AL AMGIR THAT MUJIB' S
QUESTION,  PUT THAT WAY, WAS EASY TO ANSWER.  W E
NATURALLY HOPED FOR A PEACEFUL POLITICAL SOLUTION I N
LIEU OF BLOODSHED:  WE WERE GRATIFIED TO LEARN THA T
MUJIB I S ALSO TH INKING IN THESE TERMS,  AND WE
INTERPRET YAHY A'S WILLINGNESS TO COME TO DACCA A S
EVIDENCE HE TOO IS DESIROUS OF ACHIEVING A PEACE FUL
SOLUTION. WE HOPE BOTH SIDES WOULD APPROACH TALK S

IN THE SPIRIT OFCOMPROMISE.

3)  ALAMGIR THEN SAID MUJIB WANTED TO KNOW IF UNI TE D
STATES WOULD BE WILLING TO INDICATE TO YAHYA OU R
HOPES  FOR POLITICAL SOLUTION TO CURRENT CRISI S. I
SAID I DI D NOT KNOW IF THIS THOUGHT HAD BEEN CONVEYE D
TO YAHYA IN ISLAMABAD BUT I WOULD UNDERTAKE TO SUGGES T

TO CHARGE' THAT, IF APPROPRlATE OCCASION PRESENTED ITSEL F
BEFORE YAHYA'S DEPARTURE HE MIGHT NOTE TO YAHYA O UR

HOPES FOR POLITICAL SOLUTION PROBLEMS FACING PAKISTA N.

4) COMMENT: RECOGNIZE, OF COURSE,  THAT EXPRESSION O F

HOPE FOR "POLITICAL SOLUTION" AS DIST INCT FROM "PEACEFU L"
SOLUTION CARRIES IMPLICATION THAT WE WOUL D NOT BE HAPP Y

ABOUT MILITARY REPRESS ION AS MLA SOLUTI ON TO CRISI S.

NONETHELESS, GIVEN URGENCY OF SITUATION I WOULD HOPE W E
COULD BE SOME WHAT MORE POSITIVE IN THIS REGAR D.

5) OUR ANALYSIS OF PROSPECTS FOR POLl TICAL COMPROMIS E
SOLUTI ON WILL FOLLOW BY SEPTEL . GP- 3.

BLOOD
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